Generic Methods
A generic method is a method with a type variable. You can think of it as a template for a set of methods that differ only by one or more types. One way of defining a generic method is by starting with a method that operates on a specific type. As an example, consider the following print method: 
public class ArrayUtil {    
/**       Prints all elements in an array of strings. 
      @param a the array to print    */    
public static void print(String[] a)    
{       

for (String e : a)          

    System.out.print(e + “ ”);       

System.out.println();    
}    
. . . 
}
Generic methods can be defined inside ordinary and generic classes.
This method prints the elements in an array of strings. However, we may want to print an array of Rectangle objects instead. Of course, the same algorithm works for an array of any type. 
Supply the type variables of a generic method between the modifiers and the method return type.
In order to make the method into a generic method, replace String with a type variable, say E, to denote the element type of the array. Add a type variable list, enclosed in angle brackets, between the modifiers (public static) and the return type (void): 
public static <E> void print(E[] a) 
{    

for (E e : a)       

    System.out.print(e + “ ”);    

System.out.println(); 
}
When you call the generic method, you need not specify which type to use for the type variable. (In this regard, generic methods differ from generic classes.) Simply call the method with appropriate parameters, and the compiler will match up the type variables with the parameter types. For example, consider this method call: 
Rectangle[] rectangles =. . .; 
ArrayUtil.print(rectangles); 
The type of the rectangles parameter is Rectangle[], and the type of the parameter variable is E[]. The compiler deduces that E is Rectangle. 
When calling a generic method, you need not instantiate the type variables.
This particular generic method is a static method in an ordinary class. You can also define generic methods that are not static. You can even have generic methods in generic classes.

As with generic classes, you cannot replace type variables with primitive types. The generic print method can print arrays of any type except the eight primitive types. For example, you cannot use the generic print method to print an array of type int[]. That is not a major problem. Simply implement a print(int[] a) method in addition to the generic print method. 

Self Check 5: Exactly what does the Generic Print Method Print?

Exactly what does the generic print method print when you pass an array of BankAccount objects containing two bank accounts with zero balances?
Self Check 6: Is the Getfirst Method of the Pair Class a Generic Method?

Is the getFirst method of the Pair class a generic method?

